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Uppbyggingarsjóður Suðurlands (e. South Iceland development fund) is a competitive fund which 

supports projects in the fields of culture, innovation, and business development. Furthermore, it 

funds projects that apply to the goals of Sóknaráætlun Suðurlands (e. South Iceland’s development 

strategy), support positive community development, promote cultural activity, have a positive 

environmental impact or in other ways improve South Iceland’s competitiveness. 

General rules and criteria  
1) During evaluation, a committee will examine the application and attached files. 

Application must be completed and submitted electronically under guidelines on the web 

sass.is. Sass has a right to reject an application if it is not completed or not filled out 

according to instructions, in which case the application will not be evaluated further. 

2) Those that can apply are legally competent individuals, companies, organizations, and 

institutions. Companies, public corporations, and association owned in majority by the 

state or local government should normally not be a leading party in projects applying for 

this grant. 

3) Applicants are promised confidentiality in their applications, there will only be official 

publication of the list of funded projects, names of applicants and how much the project 

was funded.   

4) The applicant must have handed in an interim and/or final report of a previous grant 

before applying for another grant to continue a project or to apply for new projects.  

5) The applicant must co-finance at least 50% of the project. Co-financing may be in the 

form of work hours. 

6) The duration of the funded project shall not exceed 12 months. For long term projects, 

applicant should define stages in the project and apply for only the stages that are 

scheduled to be completed within 12 months of signing the contract.  

7) A contract is concluded for each grant. If the contract has not been signed after 3 months 

from the reported decision the grant will automatically be cancelled.  

8) Grants are paid out on the progress of projects and under agreement. You will have to 

return in an interim or final report and Sass must agree and confirm the report. The final 

payment should not be lower than 250 thousand ISK or 25 % of the total amount if the 

fund is lower than 1.000.000 ISK.  

9) When the allocation has been made, it is the final result and it cannot be re-evaluated.  

10) When applying for the South Iceland development fund, applicant confirms, with 

reference to EU regulation no. 1408/2013 (de Minimis), that public support for the 

project does not exceed 200 thousand EUR total, including the grant being applied for, 

during the previous two fiscal years and the current fiscal year.  

 

  



 
 

What is funded and what is not?  
Sass funds max. 50% of the eligible cost.  

All expected costs must be stated and described in the application. 

- Work input is valued at 4500 ISK per hour. A work report must be kept and handed in 

along with interim and/or final reports. 

- Travel costs. In order to include travel costs in the funded project, the purpose of 

travel must be declared along with an estimated cost of travel. 

- Founding and operating of cultural projects. 

- Purchased services which apply to the project. 

- Specialized equipment for product development which is vital for the project. 

What is not funded? 
1) Investment in companies, purchase of production equipment, land, or housing.  

2) Cost incurred before the grant application was sent to SASS  

3) Documentation of cultural heritage, operation of sports clubs, town festivals or public 

gatherings without a defined specialty, general veneration, traditional cultural 

projects within schools and generally not publishing of books and CDs.  

Criteria for evaluation of applications  

Applications in the field of business development and innovation.  
Objectives:  

- To support business projects that will create jobs and/or increase productivity in the 

South of Iceland. 

- To support innovation and increase the diversity of business life South of Iceland.  

Special emphasis is set on projects which apply to one or more of the following: 

- Innovation within exiting companies and entry of products and services into new 

markets. 

- Innovation in the fields of energy efficiency and food production; and development 

projects in high tech and creative industries. 

- Projects which involve or support innovation among youth and young adults 

- Projects which promote sustainability and positive environmental impact 

- Projects which apply to international competetive funds 

- Research and collaborative projects which apply to the goals of the South Iceland 

development fund. 

 

 

  



 
 

Application in the field of culture  
Objectives:  

- To promote arts and cultural activity in South Iceland.  

Special emphasis is set on projects which apply to one or more of the following: 

- Multicultural events and collaborative projects in the field of multiculturalism 

- Projects which support creative spaces and development projects among museums, 

visitor centers and exhibitions. 

- Projects which encourage co-operation between two or more individuals, municipalities, 

or art forms; or events taking place in more than one place. 

- Projects which involve or support arts and culture work among youth and young adults. 

- Art workshops and art classes for children and youth 

- Cultural projects which promote environmental awareness, sustainability and/or are 

based on South Iceland’s cultural heritage. 

Evaluation of the application  
The evalution of applications is based on the following reference elements. Each element has a 

value on the scale 1-5 which indicates its importance. Upon evaluation, the application is 

compared to each of the below elements and given a grade which is also on the scale of 1-5. 

Each grade is multiplied by each element‘s value and the total sum will show a final grade for 

the application. 

The importance value of each reference element is indicated in brackets. 

Innovation and business development projects 
1) The project fits well with the fund‘s objectives and emphases. (4-point value) 

2) The project has potential to create long-term, year-round employment in South Iceland. 

(5-point value) 

3) Greatly innovative or unique for South Iceland ( 4-point value) 

4) The grounds and implementation of the project are realistic. Relative knowledge and 

experience is existing and available. (5-point value) 

5) The grant will have a great impact on the progress of the project. (4-point value) 

Culture projects  
1) The project fits well with the fund’s objectives and emphases. (4-point value) 

2) The project has a positive impact on South Iceland’s culture and society. (5-point value) 

3) The project involves increased diversity in South Iceland’s cultural activity (5-point value) 

4) The grounds and implementation of the project are realistic. Relative knowledge and 

experience is existing and available. (4-point value) 

5) The grant will have a great impact on the progress of the project. (5-point value) 

 

It is a precondition that the project must fit to the goals of the category. Furthermore, the 

project may fit to one or more of the fund‘s emphases. The committee will evaluate how 

well the project is seen to meet the fund‘s goals and emphases at each grant allocation. 


